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Hispanic-owned businesses are the fastest growing in the United States, and their growth contributes 

was to investigate the role that culture and ethnicity play in the success of first-generation Hispanic 

entrepreneurs. The researcher used an exploratory qualitative approach to investigate the ethnic and 

cultural factors that contribute to the success of first-generation Hispanic entrepreneurs. The results of 

this study indicate that ethnic and cultural factors of first-generation Hispanic entrepreneurs such as 

language, cultural practices, religion, family support, beliefs, and community support play a significant 

role in their entrepreneurial success. 

Hispanic entrepreneurs, entrepreneurship, culture, ethnicity, success.
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1. Introduction

study on the impact that ethnic and cultural factors may have on the success 
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entrepreneur

Ethnicity

ethnicity stems 

ethnos foreign people
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2.2. Culture

entrepreneur and success

culture

that the most accepted definition of culture 

Culture can simply be defined 

culture

Culture

their environments. 

2.3. Business Success

entrepreneurship

success in some cases has been based on financial 

found that success
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2.4. Hispanic Entrepreneurship

necessity immigrant entrepreneur

field of entrepreneurship indicates that necessity rather than opportunity 

2.5. Hispanic Entrepreneurs

into entrepreneurship by opportunity or pushed into self-employment by 
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2.6. Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship 

entrepreneurship

entrepreneurship is the 

entrepreneur

entrepreneurship

entrepreneurship is defined 

-

2.7. Entrepreneurs

the term entrepreneur
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the definition of entrepreneur

available on entrepreneurs has contributed to the various interpretations 

entrepreneur

the entrepreneur

entrepreneur

entrepreneurship theories to explain the unique circumstances experienced 

experienced by individuals in a socially constructed system of discrimination. 
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2.9. Entrepreneurship Through Social Marginalization 

in  entrepreneurial activities are self-sufficient and do not need to rely on 
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exploratory qualitative inquiry permitted the researcher to explore more 

responses. Interpretative research “promotes the value of qualitative data in 

 

3.1. Population
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3.2. Sample

Research 
participant Sex Industry location 

Years of 
business 

48 Northeast 

49 Northeast

45 Real estate West 14

Southeast 6

Southeast

Retail Northeast 6

Southeast 6

Guatemala Northeast 14

14

West

West 6

West

46
Republic

Northeast 11

Southeast 15

Republic
Southeast 6

6

61 West
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3.3. Data Collection

 



1
9

0
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Barriers
Social 

What are the circumstances that afforded you 

What factors played a critical role in your 

-

Why did you choose the location you have for 

What role do your culture and ethnicity play 

What factors related to your culture or 
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Preparation and organization of the data.

Listening and reading through the data.

Coding the data. code is “a descriptive 

Analysis of the data.
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Analyzing themes.

Memoing researcher’s journal.

Data description.

presented the themes identified in the data collection and provided excerpts 

Data interpretation.

directly related to the research question and serve the important purpose 

question. 
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I. Theme 1: Knowledge of Industry

No. of 
references

Information

needs

11
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II. Theme 2: Cultural Awareness

information about the number of times the participants of this study 

discussed aspects of culture as it relates to their businesses.
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and continuation of his business.

No. of 
references

16

66

Beliefs 15

Values 14
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-

stand their culture.

business success:

-

III. Theme 3: Access to Financial Resources

5 depicts information about the number of times the participants of this 

study discussed factors related to financial resources.

resources
No. of 

references

Retirement funds 4

14
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received a one-month severance pay that enabled her to obtain the resources 
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of overhead.

IV. Theme 4: Working Through Challenges

No. of 
references

support

Innovative ideas

15
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his business field.

Success.

present those ethnic and cultural factors the study participants identified that 
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influence their success. Success indicators are as various as the definitions 

of success

shared the ethnic and cultural factors they believe influenced their success 

definitions of success.

success

success

success

-

shared her definition of success:

-
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success.

5. Discussion

entrepreneurs because they rely on the support of their community for the 

their businesses.
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that industry appears to be essential factors in the professional development 

Training

n

W

n

n

V
Aw

W

n

of their families to initiate the business ventures and for the continuity of 
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financial barriers and cultural isolation in the host nation.
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and use of different venues to recruit the participants may have produced 

 

be limited. 

5.2. Delimitations

5.3. Implications
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6. Conclusion
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